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Religious Fundamentalism and Culture of
Gender Violence in Contemporary Indian English Plays

Asoke Howlader' & Dr. Aridam Modak'

Introduction

Itis natural for human being to be linked with certain beliefs to live in society
It may result either from individual's personal choices or from socialization and
learning processes that are beyond the control of the person. As a consequence, adults
become supporters of certain cultural beliefs in the form of “ism”. In today’s world,
religious fundamentalism is no exception to it as the phenomenon has frequently
become related to conflict and violence. Samuel P. Huntington (1993) in his famqus
“clash of civilizations” thesis claimed that culture divides the world and that religion
fuels the conflict in a special way by inspiring intolerance among competing
civilizations. However, religious fundamentalism has become a serious source of
national and international conflicts. In general, religious fundamentahsm underfnynes
pﬁbﬁc:rights across the world. Gender justice is manipulated by thg tactics of ;'ehguou;
fundamentalism. Fundamentalism uses woman's body as thcle site of cgn ict a:d
contest to show supremacy of male power. It opposes women's mdepe‘;\ encet;1 :m
eurbs the rights of women and sexual non-copform!ng perqus. F:n_ ar::z:arcml
ﬁﬁtmalize the inequalities that they perpet:ate in :::ﬁg:;?g;:i ftu ::;ar:n et
policies divit;te jusxzzz?;:::lesna;::l::;:lcse: :: :‘:Equality and violence. Women are
rules in a culture PR ici arassment, rape, marital
i e thmu-Gh - fo: uc;ds:!::\f: r::ti?l:l': ;::i::‘e: sexual slavery, denial of
B9, domestic vuolc.ence, dfOWrY :rrt;; explc;itation of labor in India. Communai
Bl en, sfutation of prop b" ation and male supremacy under the mask of
fundamentalism assists women su IU”Q T for thelr husbands f shey are totally wedes
Wre. Women are considered morally £ any.atrocity 10 protect the fomdy
2 i re supposed to undergo any ; _ i
ﬁi_eirvsupervismrll‘. Wome’r,naen to be educated or to be economically independent
prestige. It disallows wo
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